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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
NON-DEPARTMENTAL COURSES

AVID

AVID courses feature tutors and college students, who lead discussions and analysis of the academic
subjects, in which the students are enrolled. Students enrolled in the class, are required to complete
weekly timed writings, and analytical discourses in all subjects. In addition, students are required to make
oral presentations to the class on topics related to career searches, college entrance, contemporary
issues, and social concerns, all the while focusing on a culminating senior paper, portfolio, and/or project.

AVID students working with the tutors are expected to participate in, and eventually act as moderators for
Socratic Seminars. These discussions move beyond didactic instruction, and assist students in gaining
multiple perspectives on texts and supporting arguments, with clear reasoning and evidence, and
developing their critical thinking skills to the extent necessary for success in college.

AVID for 9" Grade ND913 Grade 9 Year

AVID provides academic instruction and other support to students to prepare them for eligibility to four-
year colleges. Students are introduced to note taking, study skills, test taking skills and time management
skills.

AVID for 10" Grade ND914 Grade 10 Year

The 10" grade AVID class is a continuation of the o grade class. The new concepts introduced are SAT
and college placement exam preparation, effective textbook readings and research skills. Students are
enrolled in Honor's classes and AP courses where applicable.

AVID for 11" Grade ND915 Grade 11 Year

This class is a continuation of the 10" grade class. It is designed to prepare, in an academic context,
students for entrance into four year colleges, with emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college
entrance and placement exams, college study skills and test taking, oral language development, note
taking, and research.

AVID Senior Seminar ND916 Grade 12 Year

This class further prepares students to successfully enter college. Students will finalize college choices
and will complete and submit all materials needed for applications. Emphasis will be made on testing,
study skills, essay writing, and transition into college life.

OTHER PROGRAMS

Academic Decathlon (ACADECA) ND934 Grades 9-12 Semester

Fall semester course, which prepares students for the rigorous Academic Decathlon, a competition held
each year on the first Saturday of February. Students will be exposed to a diverse curriculum which
includes topics in Mathematics, Economics, Literature, Science, Social Science, Art and Music. Students
will also prepare speeches and essays for this competition. In addition to preparing for the competition,
this course will also expose students to the level of academic discourse on par with a college seminar
class.

Army Junior ROTC Program compliments the curriculum and overall educational program of Azusa
High School. This course teaches history, self-discipline, confidence, organization, ethics, integrity,
physical fitness, responsibility and citizenship.

ROTC | ND920 Grades 9-12 Year/each level
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ROTC Il ND921 Grades 10-12

ROTC IlI ND922 Grades 11-12

ROTC IV ND923 Grade 12

CAHSEE Language Arts ND909 Grades 11-12 Semester

All students in California must pass the High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) in order to receive a high
school diploma. This course is designed to assist students who have not passed the CAHSEE Language
Arts test. The course emphasizes test taking skills and concentrates on solving problems similar to those
on the California High School Exit Exam. A student may earn elective credit for up to two semesters if the
student is in two semesters.

CAHSEE Math ND910 Grades 11-12 Semester

All students in California must pass the High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) in order to receive a high
school diploma. This course is designated to assist students who have not passed the CAHSEE Math
test. The course emphasizes test taking skills and concentrates on solving problems similar to those on
the California High School Exit Exam. A student may earn math credit for only one semester and elective
credit for the other semester if the student is in two semesters.

Leadership ND931 Grades 9-12 Year

Prerequisite: Elected or appointed to a position in student government and/or permission of instructor.
Designed for the student active in student government, to provide opportunities for sharing in decision-
making, planning and communication. Meets related graduation requirement. (Student must complete
an application and go through an interview process to be considered.)

PEP Squad ND930 Grades 10-12 Year

Prerequisite: This course is restricted to members of the pep squad.

In this class, members of the squad will prepare and practice routines for rallies, games, competitions and
other special performances. Students do not receive PE credit for this class. (Only P.E. Waiver)

Attached Units ND903 Grades 9-12 Year

Prerequisite: Audition by instructor.

Students wishing to be a part of the Band Auxiliary Units (such as Banners, Pageantry and Dance team)
should enroll in this course. These groups compete with the marching band in parades and other
competitions. Receives 10 units Azusa Unified School District Fine Arts graduation requirement.

Yearbook ND942 Grades 10-12 Year

Prerequisite: All students are required to fill out an application along with the teacher recommendation
before consideration and need to have completed Computers & Information Technology.

Note: This course explores fundamentals of layout, headline and copywriting, digital publication,
photography, artwork, and advertising. Students in this class actually create the yearbook. This course
does not meet the CSU Fine Arts entrance requirement. One semester of this class counts towards the
AUSD Fine Arts requirements; however, students would commit to the full year. New students may not
enroll at the beginning of the spring semester. Students may not be enrolled in ROP “D” Section, since
substantial time outside of class time is required. Course may be repeated for credit.

Driver Education ND904 Grades 10-12 1/2 Semester
Prerequisite: Must be at least 15 years of age on the first day of the class.

Credits earned 2 %

Cannot repeat the class

Classes are offered during “0” or “7th” period only.

Students will learn defensive driving strategies, the effects of alcohol and drugs on drivers, the rules of
the road, signs and signals, how to maneuver a vehicle, proper scanning techniques, how to safely
operate and maintain a motor vehicle, and study the Vehicle Code of the State of California. Students
can earn the certificate of completion necessary for the provisional permit. There is NO driver training
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offered (behind-the-wheel). Behind-the-wheel experience must now be obtained through private
sources.

SAT Prep ND 906 Grades 10-11 Year

Prerequisite: Students who are enrolled in Algebra Il or higher, enrollment in at least 1 Honor’s or AP
class in English or History, and teacher approval.

Areas covered in class: All areas of PSAT/SAT Test, investigation of colleges, work on financial aid and
exploration of Career Paths.

Work Experience Education ND938 Grades 11-12 Semester/Year
Prerequisite: Must be employed; at least 16 years old; and has junior or senior standing.

To receive credit for Work Experience, students must attend class one period per week; have a valid work
permit (and other legal paperwork); and complete weekly-related instruction assignments.

Obtaining a Work Permit: Work permits are required for any student who is employed and is not yet 18
years old. Issued to students who exhibit good school attendance, arrive to class on time, and are
passing all classes. Forms are obtained from the Career Center.

Adult Education ND939 Grades 11-12 Semester/Year
Students can make-up failed graduation requirements through Adult Education courses. Enrollment is
contingent on counselor approval following a parent/guardian conference.

College Studies ND941 Grades 11-12 Semester/Year

Juniors and seniors are eligible to enroll in courses at the community college and in some instances, four-
year colleges. High School graduation credit may be granted. Authorization for and information about
these enroliments are available from the junior and senior counselors.

Special Studies ND940 Grades 10-12 Semester/Year
Prerequisite: Permission of the counselor and placement approval.

The Special Studies program allows students to pursue an independent area of study. Special studies
assignments may be on or off campus.

Lab. Asst. Tech ND926 Grades 11-12 Semester/Year
Students will assist teacher in setting up lab and keeping it organized. Teacher or department chair
approval.

Teacher Aide ND925 Grade 11-12 Semester/Year
Prerequisite: 2.5 GPA, acceptable attendance, and teacher approval.

Students earn elective credit working as aides for classroom teachers. Meets the career-related
graduation requirement.

Office Service ND928 Grade 11-12 Semester/Year
Prerequisite: 2.5 GPA, acceptable attendance, and counselor approval.

Under the direction of office staff, students will learn various phases of office operations. Meets the
career related graduation requirement.

Library Training ND929 Grade 11-12 Semester/Year
Prerequisite: 2.5 GPA.

Under the direction of the school librarian students have hands-on experiences in all phases of library
operations. Meets the career related graduation requirement.

*No more than 10 elective credits may be earned in Teacher Aide, Office Service or Library
Training.
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T.A.C. (Teen Alternative Class) ND936 Grade 10 Semester/Year
Designed to provide a positive intervention for tenth grade at-risk students who have experienced
attendance, behavior problems, or are below grade level achievement at the comprehensive high school.
Students are provided coursework in language arts, math, social science, earth science, and PE. Upon
completion of the program requirements, students return to their regular high school.

I.S.P. (Individual Study Program) ND937 Grade 9-12 Semester/Year

The at-home Independent Study Program is designed for the high school student with circumstances that
prohibit his/her attendance at the comprehensive high school. Students must complete a minimum of 20
hours of coursework per week at home and attend a one-hour weekly appointment with an instructor.



